
 Perhaps one of the first indications that a big 
change had just occurred at Scattergood in the late 
summer of 2020 was the replacement of the ropes 
on the campus tree swings with heavy-duty chains. 
As our facilities director Matt Gauder noted 
ñThose middle schoolers sure are hard on the 
swings!ò 
 
 With that, our inaugural Scattergood middle 
school year began with all the energy, exuberance, 
and enthusiasm that comes with the introduction of 
6th-8th graders to what had been a boarding school 

for high school students for a long, long time. It had 
been several years in the making, and we hadnôt  
anticipated a global pandemic or a once-in-a-
lifetime derecho wreaking havoc just days before 
school started, but we were ready to make a go of it. 
 
 That first year the middle and high school 
students operated in almost parallel universesðthe 
pandemic creating an unwelcomed, forced division. 
The two groups of students learned in different 
spaces, met with separate teachers, had separate 
crews and Meetings for Worship, dined in different 
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Weôre going to need stronger swings: 
Looking back at the ýrst three years of Scattergoodôs middle school 
By: Jamie Newton, Middle School Director 

An empty swing is a rare sight while the middle school 

students are on campus! 

Middle school students and friends Ruby D. ó29 and 

Elisa H. ó29 enjoying a swing before lunch. 



locations, and generally only interacted with one 
another informally at best (often warily as social 
distancing was on everyoneôs minds during that 
school year).  
  
 Still the first year was a tremendous success 
by all accounts. We held writing and language  
classes under tents outdoors, utilized all of our  
wonderful open-air spaces like the farm, pond, and 
prairie for our science lessons, briefly went fully 
online, and even had the campus all to ourselves 
during the winter months when the high school 
spent a month online. It was certainly a year to  
remember and one, despite all of the logistical  
challenges, that I recall fondly. 
 
 In the years following, the middle school 
program has woven into the fabric of Scattergood. 
Many high school students now serve as mentors to 
the middle school students; Project and May Term 
classes are often a mix of the seven grade levels; 
several middle school students take more advanced 

high school level math and science courses; we 
share lunch tables and serve on crews with one  
another; the middle school performance each  
October has become an important social event as 
part of Scattergood Weekend; families of middle 
schoolers join campus wide celebrations and events, 
volunteer their time to help with farm and campus 
projects, and look for even more ways to connect.  
 
 With each passing year, we become one step 
closer to actualizing all the promised benefits  
intended by extending to the middle school. I love 
hearing the positive feedback about our program 
from students, parents, teachers, and staff. It warms 
my heart to see high schoolers playing silly games 
with the middle schoolers during our camping  
weekend or working thoughtfully together as equals 
on a project for a class. Perhaps, most importantly, I 
sense a community that has fully embraced our  
middle school and wants us to be part of everything 
that makes Scattergood special. And Iôm especially 
happy the swings are still standing. 

Middle school students sitting on the grass, retaining wall, andðof courseðswing outside of the main building with  

Jamie Newton, Middle School Director, during their post-crew R & R period. 

Save the Dates! 
¶ April 14-16, 2023ðQuaker Youth Retreat 

¶ April 22, 2023; 8:00 p.m. CSTðHigh School Musical ñPippinò 

¶ May 3, 2023; 7:00 p.m. CSTðMeet the Class of  2023 (Zoom) 

¶ June 4, 2023; 11:00 a.m. CSTðCommencement 

¶ August 3-6, 2023ðArts Reunion 
Email development@scattergood.org for more information 

https://us06web.zoom.us/j/4470112503?pwd=RHFSL3VkaHc1VUFjWGcvMUhvU3ZPQT09
mailto:development@scattergood.org


Scattergood Visits: 

By: Ethan Huelskamp, Director of Development 

 One of the distinct pleasures of my job is getting to meet Scattergoodôs extended community. I love 

getting groups together and hearing them share stories about the school and their personal experiences. Thanks 

to a designated gift for traveling and hosting events, I have been able to visit with regional friends across the 

country and share news of the exciting ways Scattergood is currently thriving. My trips have been filled with 

laughter, good company, and warm feelings. Be on the lookout: I might visit your city next! 

Standing: Graham Lohman ó11, Kris Hilgendorf ó77  

Sitting: Dhaivyd Hilgendorf ó83, Mark Blackman (Director of Admissions),  

La±l Gatewood (School Committee), Cynthia Bartoo 

Mary Gutknecht ó69, Karen Morgan ó74, Kale Williams ó69, Tanya Striedieck ó75 



Class Spotlight:  

Songs that 

Changed Us 

By: Blue Morningsnow,  

Teacher & Dorm Sponsor 
  

 I was so excited to teach this brief class as 

my first humanities class at Scattergood! Songs 

that Changed Us met for three weeks in October. 

In that short time we explored how and why we 

humans often connect to music so strongly that 

certain songs can affect our lives and who we are 

in subtle or overt ways.  

 Students investigated our central premiseïthat music is a powerful, transformative forceïthrough  

completing entries in their ñSong Experience Journalsò. Students chose different ways to experience songs and 

then reflected on that experience. If you would like to deepen your connection with music, consider working 

through some of the Song Experience Journal prompts we used. Alongside the Song Experience Journal, the 

class looked through the lens of ethnomusicologists, asking these main questions for our ethnomusicological 

research:  

Ǉ Can you think of a song that has been powerful, significant, and/or meaningful in your 

life? A song that has changed you, in some subtle or overt way? 

Ǉ What song is it? 

Ǉ Is there a story you can tell us (or a personal/social context you can describe to us) about 

how you encountered this song, how this song became so meaningful to you, and/or how it 
changed you or affected you deeply?  

 We asked these questions of ourselves, our 

families, and our community throughout the term. 

For the first two weeks of classes visitors came to 

share their answers to these questions. After they 

told their stories, we would all listen to the songs. 

Together we shared a song ñexperienceò. 

 Each visitorôs story was powerful and 

unique. We received many wonderful offerings from 

members of the Scattergood staff and wider  

community; we even had a visitor from the  

University of Iowaôs International Writing Program,    

Noa Morag, who generously came in to tell us about Axel W. ó24, a student in Songs that Changed Us, performing for 

the community at a fall coffee house. 

Blue giving instruction to her humanities class in one of  

Scattergoodôs library classrooms. 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1tpLqVS0QumUFQNDPcxmq_kEWUzk1lIepHsB4VLAwaJs/edit?usp=sharing


her meaningful song and the social context of encountering it in her home country of Israel. The class was 

richer thanks to it. 

 When I asked students what was most memorable about the class, all of them mentioned the stories 

from Scattergood community members. So many folks were vulnerable and open; the depth and breadth of the 

stories was amazing. The stories demonstrated in real time how our social contexts and histories are intercon-

nected with songs and also exemplified how music reaches us in our hearts in nuanced ways. People touched at 

subtle, yet fundamental, inner changes that specific songs sparked in them. These open-hearted stories in turn 

inspired the students, who shared with the whole class the story behind their own meaningful song for their 

final projects.  

 Some folks had powerful songs to share but were unable to come to class to share them; nonetheless, 

these songs became core parts of the class, and deepened the whole-community feel of the class.  

Irving Treadway ó84 was inspired to sing ñHoly Nowò by Peter Mayer in Meeting for Worship one day, as 

his way of sharing a song  

meaningful to him. Mark Quee 

spoke to me at our shared lunch 

table of how his mind was blown 

when he first encountered Keith 

Jarrettôs 42-minute improvised 

piano piece, ñVienna 1ò. So, in 

one of our more notable experi-

ences together as a class, we 

gathered in the meeting houseð

with pillows, blankets, and 

drawing materialsðand experi-

enced that entire piece of music 

together! Student Achilles J. ô24 

created the at left reflection and 

drawing from that listening  

session. 

 At the end of Songs 

class, we created a community 

playlist. Scattergood staff and 

extended community membersô 

choices are songs 1-16, and  

student choices 17-26. Click on 

the link below to listen. Enjoy!  

Songs that Changed Us: The Playlist 

Chord Progressions of Keith Jarrettôs improv piece 

 ñThis art piece was created using ProCreate on my iPad. Through the duration 

of the song, I had reached the chord progressions of the piece and created a stroke for 

each one. The entire piece consists of one line, with the beginning at the center of the 

piece stemming from the circle. As the lines get thinner, the chord progressions get  

faster and the backstitches get narrower and narrower. The thicker lines indicate usage 

of the sustain pedal and the thin, squiggly lines indicate usage of the una corda.ò 

https://open.spotify.com/playlist/3xxzbL0IEf7zKbQAKvgdJM?si=b39f654a61884812


Scattergood Reunion with 
Attention to the Arts 

By: The Reunion Planning Committee 

 

 Now that Scattergood is able to host events on campus again, we are excited to welcome you allðyes 

ALL of youðto campus for the upcoming reunion. This reunion, happening August 3-6, 2023, provides our 

community the chance to reconnect after the COVID-19 pandemic. Over the course of the event, we will cele-

brate Scattergood, its people, and its deep connection to the arts. The schedule will include ample unstructured 

time for socializing, meals highlighting farm-fresh produce, crews, art and non-art workshops, and an art  

gallery.  

 To assist in our planning, we request that you complete a quick Interest Form. Registration will soon 

follow. For more information about leading a workshop that weekend, please reach out to lcorbinpard-

ee@gmail.com and if you are interested in helping to plan this event, reach out to develop-

ment@scattergood.org. We hope to see you there! 

Scattergood has a long and robust history with the arts. Our students and staff have always been creating,  

using every medium imaginable to express themselves. If you attended Scattergood, this reunion is for you. 

https://forms.gle/iqhNb5hA6ZJ5aMYp7
mailto:lcorbinpardee@gmail.com?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20leading%20a%20workshop
mailto:lcorbinpardee@gmail.com?subject=I'm%20interested%20in%20leading%20a%20workshop
mailto:development@scattergood.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20help%20plan%20the%20reunion
mailto:development@scattergood.org?subject=I'd%20like%20to%20help%20plan%20the%20reunion


Bye Bye CY 

By: John Zimmerman, Head of School 

  

The landscape of people at  

Scattergood evolves as students and 

staff join, grow, and depart Scattergood 

in a constantly changing dance, keeping 

our community vibrant and exciting. 

Within that cycle of arrivals and  

departures, Scattergood is fortunate to 

be able to welcome Artists (and Friends) 

in Residence who join us for a semester to share their gifts with the community. In the past we have been 

blessed with many talented individuals who helped deepen and grow our program. Upon my arrival at  

Scattergood, I learned more about our entire program and its many nuances. Our Artist in Residence program 

stood out, and I began to plot ways to entice my artistic friends from back East to visit Iowa for a semester. 

 

 One of the first artists who popped to mind was CY ñsee-whyò Costa, a former student and colleague 

of mine from my days at Princeton Friends School. I first knew CY as a middle school student who had a 

quick mind, a kind soul, and a natural talent for performing. A few years later, CY was a counselor at  

Princeton Friends Summer Camp and eventually the director of our Drama Camp. After our time working  

at camp together I had the opportunity to work with CY on occasional theater projects, but I was eager to find 

a way to work with them again in an educational setting. Little did I know when I sent them information about 

the Artist in Residence program in the fall of 2020, that they would be available and interested in joining us for 

the fall of 2022.  
 

 CY is a performer of both stage and screen. They are also a  

talented playwright, director, and filmmaker. These skills were 

brought to bear on a screenwriting project class during the first  

quarter, followed by a filmmaking project class the second quarter, 

leading to an excellent ñmockumentaryò film on Gatherbad, a highly 

suspicious school in the Midwest. CY also used their time as Artist in 

Residence to write their own script, which several Scattergood  

students performed for our community. Additionally, CY dedicated 

many hours to working with students who were excited and/or  

nervous for the auditions for ñPippinò. Undoubtedly, the performing 

arts scene at Scattergood was elevated by CYôs presence and efforts.  

 

Often, CY was the person behind the lens, but not in this picture! 

CY flipping burgers during camping weekend. 


