
 

 While many of his classmates were headed 

off campus for their final semester to complete in-

ternships or find employment, Brent Wilson '79 

proposed an alternative planðto build a solar green-

house here on campus. A lot of research went into 

Brent's proposal. He needed to draft the building 

plans, choose a site, calculate the cost of materials, 

and estimate the construction timeline. Once the 

Head of School and other relevant staff members 

approved the plans, Brent had to execute them. The 

responsibility of seeing the project through fell on 

him. He had minimal oversight from the staff, 

though they were available if needed. Brent took a 

school vehicle into town to purchase the materials.  

When talking with Brent about his project, I 

was particularly curious about which lessons and 

skills he learned during this process that have stuck 

with him the most. At the top of the list was the 

need for internal motivation. Each morning he 

would wake up and have to decide for himself how 

much time he would like to dedicate to the green-

house that day. Somedays, the allure of reading the 

newest book in a series of fiction was too strong. 

His commitment to the project ultimately deter-

mined its success. The same is true for many aspects 

of adult life.  

 Over the course of the semester, Brent spent 

countless hours working on the greenhouse. Once it 

was completed, the greenhouse served to lengthen 

the growing season of the Scattergood garden. 
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Alia Kauper ó22 poses atop the sunroom with a 

raised sledgehammer in hand. 

Left-to-right: Eliza Meisenbach ó22, £lise Wittek ó22, Max Fauchier ó22, 

Alia Kauper ó22, and Gillie Schmidt-Quee ó22 paint the front of the sunroom. 



 

Though the initial design had some flaws, people 

using the greenhouse continued to refine it over 

time. Adding an exhaust system allowed for better 

control of the building's climate. Eventually, the 

garden grew and moved to what is the present-day 

farm, which made using the greenhouse more diffi-

cult since it was no longer in close proximity to the 

plants. By the end of its life, only the core of the 

structure remained. The shell of the greenhouse was 

used as a covered shed for bike storage.  

 We decided to demolish the greenhouse as 

one of our projects for the Volunteer Day we had on 

Apr 9, 2022. We invited community membersð

current families, alumni, community organizations, 

and area Friends meetingsðto join us for a morning 

of work. At the farm, people helped Mark Quee 

and Ben Heller make repairs to the high tunnel 

which sustained damage during Iowa's most recent 

derecho. On campus, volunteers tore down the 

greenhouse and cut back vegetation in the old gar-

den area. Volunteers also helped salvage some of 

Seniors and staff work together to complete the difficult task of raising the roof of the sunroom the seniors chose to build. 

A group of seniors unloading gravel into the sunroom. 



 

the lumber by removing all the nails. We completed 

over 100 hours of service thanks to the more than 

twenty volunteers who participated! 

 The tradition of seniors doing projects on 

campus remains. Each year during Senior Week, a 

time when the seniors are on campus while the other 

students are away on trips, the senior class carries 

out a project. They collaborate on choosing the  

project, planning it, and completing it with staff 

help. Past projects include building the deck in front 

of the main, repainting the student lounge, and  

improvements to the pond. Similar to how Brent 

extended the growing season with his greenhouse, 

this yearôs seniors wanted to extend the outdoor 

comfort season. They chose to build a sunroom.  

 When Brent built his greenhouse, he had a 

general background in construction. Many of our 

current seniors do not; therefore, staff members, par-

ticularly Matt Gauder, were heavily involved. To-

gether they were able to build the new sunroom be-

tween the meeting house and the gymnasium. Some 

of the wood volunteers salvaged from the demoli-

tion of Brent's greenhouse was even used to help 

construct the sunroom. 

Save the Dates! 
¶ October 1, 2022ðFall Volunteer Day 

¶ October 14-16, 2022ðScattergood Weekend 

¶ June 4, 2023ðCommencement 

¶ August 3-6, 2023ðArts Reunion 

 As many of our alumni know, being a student at Scattergood turns you into a professional at creating your own fun. In the 

left picture, Bazz Vande Hey ó22 gives two thumbs up while digging a hole for the sunroom. In the picture, Gillie Schmidt-Quee 

ô22 is measuring the depth of the freshly dug holeðwith her head! 



 

Commencements 
By: Katie Herbert, Marketing & Communications Coordinator 

 

 I created a slideshow to summarize the academic year which can be viewed here. As per tradition, after 

the slideshow, staff handed out lighthearted awards the high school student body. Once these fun-filled awards 

were distributed, John Zimmerman, Head of School, had the honor of bestowing two of Scattergoodôs  

highest honors to two well-deserving Juniors:   

Berquist Scholar: Moose Koester, from Gaithersburg, MD, Class of 2023 

Gwen Shupe Fine Arts Award: Lily Jampoler, from Cedar Falls, IA, Class of 2023 

 We were so very grateful to conclude this year with our unique commencement ceremonyðin person 

and online. There was plenty of laughter and earnest advice given, mixed with a few tears as we collectively 

reflected on the transformative experience that is a residential education community during our final Meeting 

for Worship. After the last two years, we all felt a sense of normalcy in the new way we continue to live our 

lives as the pandemic rages on. Having time to reflect as a community on the growth from the past and hopes 

for the future that we have for this graduating class was cathartic and immensely healing for all. We wish our 

graduating Class of 2022 the best of luck with whatever adventure they face next, and of course, hope that they 

will continue to scatter good wherever they go. Welcome Class of 2022 to the alumni community! 

Top: Bazz Vande Hey, Ceci Clark, Asher Hockersmith, Eliza Meisenbach, £lise Wittek 

Bottom: Gillie Schmidt-Quee, Sabra Crock, Katie Arnold, Alia Kauper, Max Fauchier 

Katie Arnold, Chicago, IL ï Colorado College 

Ceci Clark, Iowa City, IA ï University of Iowa 

Sabra Crock, Tipton, IAï Drake University 

Max Fauchier, Coggon, IA ï Undecided 

Asher Hockersmith, Mabel, MNï Gap Year 

Alia Kauper, Iowa City, IA ï Lake Forest   

Eliza Meisenbach, Grapevine, TX  ï Texas State Uni., SM 

Gillie Schmidt-Quee, West Branch, IA ï Dickinson College 

Bazz Vande Hey, Leicestershire, ENG ï Temple University 

£lise Wittek, Les Clefs, FR ï More Schooling in France 

We are excited to share with you the intended destinations for the Class of 2022: 

https://youtu.be/7765JM2x_hU
https://fb.watch/dNSMqIg_Cl/


 

 Please enjoy these scans of The Scattergood 

Halo. The school currently owns copies of Vol. I, 

Nos. 1, 2, and 3 which were published in February, 

March, and April, 1918, respectively. Iôm in awe that 

a version of Scatterings was being produced over 

100 years ago. Iôm even more awestruck by the fact 

that copies of that original publication still exist.  

 My amazement doesnôt end there, however. 

Recently I was contacted by a couple living near 

Tipton, IA. They wanted to donate their copy of 

ñMemorial to Levi Bowlesò published by Iowa  

Yearly Meeting (Conservative) in 1943. The booklet 

is a small 10 page biography of Leviôs life. Levi 

lived from 1856 to 1942. His role in The Scattergood 

Halo can be seen on the cover of each issue. It has 

been very difficult to find information on this  

biography, as only two cataloged copies of it existð

one at Earlham College and one at George Fox  

University. 

From the Archives 

By: Ethan Huelskamp, Director of Development 


