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No single language in all the world’s history has achieved anything like the level of importance that the
English language holds today. And yet, the origins of English are modest and obscure: the common speech of
some loosely scattered tribes scratching out a living among the peat bogs of modern Denmark and northern
Germany. This course has explored the surviving cultural artifacts, history, and literature of what would
become the English-speaking peoples, tracing a succession of invasions of the British Isles by Celts, Romans,
A:w]es and Saxons, Vikings, and Normans. So far, we have sampled the literature of the evolving young
language, beginning with Celtic fairy tales, the Old English epic Beowulf (read side-by-side with the modern
novel Grendel), the Middle English of Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales, and the early Modern English love story
“Tristram and Iseult” from the Arthurian legends. In the weeks ahead, after Thanksgiving break, we will read
Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet. Readings and discussions for the course have been woven around the
opposing themes of love and enmity. So along the way, students have used writing to explore and to share
their own developing ideas about love and their private theories about how we make enemies, and how we do
battle with our own inner dragons. As a complement to the frequent informal writings, we also craft some
formal written work requiring close analysis of the texts we read. To build their writing skills, we have also
been studying Strunk & White’s Elements of Style.

Patty comes to each class session attentive and ready to engage. As we read and discuss, I can see in her face
how hard she is thinking about the subject—questioning and applying—and how very much she is taking it all
in. She makes connections among the different things she is learning: that’s what warms my teacher’s heart.
Patty's writing is well-developed and shows a clear understanding of the material being discussed. She would
be well-served by spending some time polishing up her spelling skills, however. Patty has been spotted
around campus reciting Old English and Middle English verse—and her pronunciation is pretty good, too!

KeeE up the U,iood work, Patty!
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Students spent most of Block Three finalizing their list of colleges to which they will apply. We stressed the
idea that students should apply to four to six colleges, with at least one falling into each of the following
categories: colleges that they feel that they have a very good chance of acceptance, colleges that are
"ballpark" for which they expect they have a 50/50 chance of acceptance, and some "reach" schools. After
‘making these decisions, students worked on assembling the materials they would need to complete the
applications. Students had the opportunity to visit several college campuses: Grinnell, Beloit, and Cornell.
Students will have an opportunity to visit Earlham College in December. Many already interviewed with the
[Earlham representative when he came to visit Scattergood before Thanksgiving break. Some students also
attended a college fair at the Iowa City Public Library to gather information about colleges. As students
concentrate on finishing their college applications, they should begin thinking about topics for their senior
papers. While we will be spending Blocks Five through Eight working on senior papers, students need to
thave chosen a topic and a reader by the end of Block Four.

Patty is applying to Earlham, Beloit, the University of lowa, and the Umversny of Wisconsin-Madison. She
has organized all her applications and made checklists of what is required for each college, and has listed all
deadlines. She has asked three staff members to write recommendations for her, and has completed all the
necessary steps required so far in the course! Good job, Patty!
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